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SURVEY   
 
Eunice Nalamele Alberto Chiquete is an approximately 35-year-old Angolan citizen in the city 
of Lubango, Huila Province, in the Angolan southern area. In a survey done in her community, 
she was considered one of the non-pastor leaders with the greatest impact. Among others, she 
was noticed for her ability to train leaders and for her good reputation in the community.   
 
ABSTRACT   
 
Eunice Chiquete is a teacher at the Higher Institute of Evangelical Theology in Lubango – 
(Instituto Superior de Teologia Evangelica no Lubango -- ISTEL); for the Biblical Institute of 
Kaluquembe (Instituto Biblico de Kalukembe - IBK; and she is a booster and Facilitator of 
projects regarding evangelization and children's and teenager`s discipleship. Her mission is 
Christian education; to influence through education; to invest in people’s lives, particularly 
children, through preventive work where she can mold people from the beginning and not only to 
fix what is broken. Her vision is a church dedicated to the teaching of the word of God; a strong 
Church with people totally qualified and committed to Biblical principles.  She has already had 
the opportunity to work with more than 80% of the churches in the province of Huila, 
coordinating an interdenominational evangelism project for children that involved more than 
2000 children. In general, she uses her own financial resources to organize activities in the 
churches, particularly children’s activities. One of their great dreams is to form a Christian 
shelter for children that would work not only as kindergarten but also as a home for abandoned 
children in which they stay until they become independent individuals capable of surviving in 
society.   
 
BACKGROUND   
 
Childhood Home 

Eunice Nalamele Alberto Chiquete was born in the Municipal District of Caluquembe, interior of 
the Province of Huila, in the southern area of Angola. She considers herself privileged for having 
grown up in a Christian home, where since her childhood she learned the first steps of the 
Christian faith with her parents. She was born and grew up inside of an evangelical mission 
station (Caluquembe Mission), where her parents had moved with the objective of attending a 
Biblical course. Later her parents traveled to Brazil to further their education in theology at a 
higher level, and once again they established residence at the seminary facilities. And so, she and 
her siblings attended Christian schools; they had Christian teachers, and the teaching received 
had a base of Christian ethics. This environment inside and outside of the home was decisive in 
forging her character and in directing her life.  
   
After finishing their education, her parents returned to Angola in the year 1992. At that time, the 
country was going through a period of political and military instability that gave place to a 
violent war that ended only in the year 2002. Eunice affirms that, in spite of the difficult 
moments, oppression, limitations, and insecurity, there were also learning opportunities and 
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many gains. Her family learned how to live with what was available, to privilege the most 
important things, to love people more, to strengthen the family unit, to protect each other; to 
encourage a constructive communication, and to give thanks to God for life. Until the year of 
1997, her family walked through the bush moving from one place to another and struggling to 
survive.    

 
Countries of Residence 
Besides Angola, Eunice lived in the Republic of Brazil for eight years: first during her parents' 
education (1989-1992), and later with her husband and daughters (2007-2010) for the master’s 
degree and other specializations. Besides Brazil, she already visited Kenya and South Africa, 
where she participated in some workshops promoted by the organization NetACT on the subject 
of gender equality. She has also been in the neighboring Republic of Namibia several times to 
visit relatives that live there.   
 
Current Family   
Eunice is married to Adalberto Chiquete, an Agriculture Engineer, who was educated in Brazil. 
He is the assistant of this area in the Huila provincial Government. They have two daughters, 
Tchissola and Yolela. The involvement of the family has been a fact; her husband has been an 
important support in the ministry that she is involved in, participating actively in her activities, or 
encouraging her spiritually. He is a committed Christian and one of the lay leaders in the local 
church, and he has been a counselor and ministry partner. He has also encouraged her materially, 
making available certain means of transportation and financial resources.    
 
Educational Background   

Just like many Angolan children, Eunice began studying under a tree, seated on a tin can, until 
she had the opportunity to be in a more dignifying classroom with decent seats. She began her 
primary education at a school in the Municipal District of Kaluquembe and concluded it in the 
Republic of Brazil in 1988 when she was eight years old. In Brazil, she had to repeat the second 
class since the Angolan teaching didn't correspond with the demands imposed by the Brazilian 
government. On the return to Angola, she continued her training, taking fifth and sixth grade in 
Kaluquembe. Due to the war situation, they were forced to study in a short period in the 
morning, and many times they had to run from the school to home because of the aerial 
bombings. However, she received a big encouragement at home by her parents, who verified her 
academic records and established schedules to study at home. In this way, every day from 2 PM 
to half-past three in the afternoon it was obligatory to be at the table to do her homework and to 
exercise what she had seen at school; only after studying could she leave to play. Eunice 
completed her medium schooling in the Province of Benguela, on the central coast of southern 
Angola. What she calls her "second awakening” happened when she got ready to enroll at the 
University. Her dream had always been to study Biology or Geology, but the country didn't offer 
education in those areas; as an alternative, she thought of studying Law, but it was not 
promising, and she would have had to move to the capital of the country, Luanda, and her 
parents didn't look upon that with favor. However, at that time she faced a larger struggle inside 
herself because she was feeling the awakening to dedicate herself to the exclusive service of 
God’s kingdom. It was then that she revealed this fact to her parents, who were surprised but also 
satisfied, and she was sure this was the road on which she wanted to proceed. Then she received 
all her parent’s support, and she enrolled at the Higher Institute of Evangelical Theology in 
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Lubango. She studied there from 2000 up to 2006 and attained a degree in theology. After that, 
she did her Master's degree in Brazil in Missiology from 2007 to 2010, with a specialization in 
anthropology.     
 
While a child, from the time of her initiation to middle school, her parents were responsible for 
all expenses concerning her education. During her studies at the higher level at ISTEL - Higher 
Institute of Evangelical Theology in Lubango, she had a bursary from her denomination that paid 
the school fees; but regarding sustainability, her family, and particularly her siblings were the 
supporters who always regularly sent money for her. After getting married, her husband was her 
main supporter, especially during the first phase of her Master's degree. Later, she benefitted 
from a bursary offered by the school where she graduated in Brazil.       
   
Personal Testimony and Calling 

Eunice prefers to use the expression “awakening” instead of “conversion,” because from a young 
age she learned how to know and to love God from her parents; a God to whom she was later 
awakened to serve exclusively. So, she considers it a blessing that she was born in a Christian 
home. In the middle of the war period, on a certain night when her family would make a very 
important decision whether or not to leave the place where they lived due to insecurity, Eunice 
did what she considers the most sincere prayer of her life. She woke up for the need of having a 
personal God just as she herself says:  “every moment we were at risk of life and we did not 
know what could happen tomorrow; so at that moment I looked for a personal God, and not just 
a family God; a God to whom I should trust and commit my life as an individual. Therefore, it 
wasn`t necessarily a drastic change of life, but a personal commitment to God.   
 
From very early, at the age of 14, Eunice began to work with children. At the time she was still 
with her parents in the bush, there was not anybody who could give lessons to the children, and 
she remembered a saying in Umbundu that says: "you cannot give example of the measure of a 
snake using a stick while the snake is still there – if you are there then you do it." She decided to 
begin to reproduce what her teachers had taught her to teach other children. So, at 14 years old, 
she started to give literacy classes every day for the children in the morning, using coal as chalk, 
and a foil that was there as a blackboard; and on Sundays in the morning she would take care of 
the children. In 2000, she still worked with children at her local church, and she had a big 
passion for that work. When the time came to decide, Eunice didn't have doubts what God was 
waking her up for, and she thought: "why shouldn`t I work better to know a little more and to 
serve better." It was then that she decided to dive into the ministry to serve better.   
 
Influences   
The male leader that impressed her the most was, without a doubt, her father. He left a big 
impression on her not simply for his character or for the work that he did, but above all for the 
commitment and passion that he had for the God he served. Eunice asked what special thing this 
God had that her father would not trade Him for anything else; even when other opportunities 
appeared, he didn't give up this commitment until his death. He always showed the way for them, 
and this impressed her so much that she said if she were a man in her denomination, she would 
become a pastor like her father was.     
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The woman that influenced her most was a missionary who has passed away, named Teresa, 
from Switzerland. She moved to Angola to work specifically with children, and she has 
coordinated an evangelical radio program for children entitled "Yeva Ondaka." Even being part 
of the same program from Kaluquembe, Eunice only had the opportunity to know her personally 
in 1997 when she arrived with the family in Benguela, where this missionary resided. Once 
Eunice worked with children and was part of the same project, "Yeva Ondaka," Teresa 
immediately invited her to train other children to be part of the program. In 1999, this missionary 
was tragically murdered in her residence in the Province of Benguela, at a time when both were 
involved in a series of recordings for "Yeva Ondaka". Eunice was deeply shocked, and did not 
know what to do; however there was not the time for more because she was given the 
responsibility to continue with the programs and to maintain what her mentor had begun. That 
had a huge impact on her, and Teresa's life left a mark on her life forever.    
   
CURRENT MINISTRY AND CALL 
  
Work/Ministry 
Eunice is currently a teacher at the Higher Institute of Evangelical Theology in Lubango, 
teaching Historical Theology, Christian Education, Method of Biblical Study, and Ministry with 
Youth and Children. Besides teaching, she is also the coordinator of the Integral Biblical Course 
-CBI, which is offered by ISTEL in a period of one year to cleric and lay people interested in 
acquiring more knowledge in order to serve better. She is also a teacher in Kaluquembe IBK'S 
Biblical Institute, which is linked to her denomination. She has been involved in a nation-wide 
project called "Acções Transformadoras," that seeks to equip church leaders in Angola with tools 
that make them more effective in their work as ecclesiastical leaders and transformation agents in 
the community in general. She has been equally involved, as coordinator, in interdenominational 
programs dedicated to evangelism and discipleship for children and teenagers, called "Festival 
Esperança"; this has been promoted in partnership with Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
and Samaritan Purse. Eunice is also a teacher of the Sunday biblical school in her local church. 
In her work, particularly with children and teenagers, she gives preference to the preventive work 
where she can forge people from the beginning and not only to fix things that are already broken.  
 
Mission  
Her mission is Christian education; to influence students; and to invest in the life of people, 
particularly children, through Christian teaching.  
   
Vision   
Eunice has a vision of a church committed to teaching the word and to educating people 
according to biblical principles; she hopes to see a more organized church, with well-established 
policies concerning Christian education; she longs to see departments for Christian teaching 
equipped with instruments or material that facilitate and simplify the process of teaching and 
learning, thus making Christian education more effective. In sum, her dream is to see a strong 
Church with people totally qualified and committed to the word of God.     
 
Eunice also has a vision for a church that invests more in children's education; a church that 
crosses the cultural prejudices that a "child is not still an individual as such, and for this reason 
there are no need to invest much in their education because they are not capable of understanding 
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things." Because of this, too little has been invested in Christian education for children or in 
structures to accommodate them.    
 
Organization   
Eunice is linked to several organizations, as was already mentioned; two of these are her local 
church and the Biblical Institute of Kalubembe - IBK. She is also in ISTEL, where she dedicates 
a larger part of her time giving classes. She has had several opportunities to grow through 
interactions with students and friends, giving her a much wider interdenominational experience; 
through the teaching experience in itself; and through the research that her work demands. This 
institution also gives her the opportunity to participate in national and international conferences, 
courses, and training. This is different from her church, that puts limitations on women because 
of regulations, statutes, or at times even for male leaders’ insensibility; the church may confine 
the women to certain activities, such as teaching at Sunday Biblical School, or working with 
children or other women. ISTEL is a place where equal opportunities exist, independently of 
gender. All have the same education opportunities, and training is to be used in accordance with 
their potential and their talents. ISTEL is responsible for her remuneration and has been 
providing some logistic support. 
   
Impact / Success / Assessment  
Eunice’s impact is noticeable through the invitations that she receives for lectures or biblical 
studies, and also through the number of people who seek her advice. This proves that her work 
has in fact been producing impact in the churches and the lives of individual people, and it 
testifies that she is on the right course. She has been receiving messages of recognition for the 
work that she does with children; many times, people express gratitude for the orientation they 
received from her when they were still children. Many of them she doesn’t even remember 
anymore. Many of them, on the eve of their weddings, send messages saying that they had not 
forgotten what they had learned from her. This has been quite gratifying and proves that the seed 
that was planted grew, and it has grown well.  
 
She has had the opportunity to visit more than 80% of the churches, in particular in the province 
of Huila. In 2006, in the condition of coordinator of the festival for children, promoted by the 
Samaritan Purse and by Billy Graham ministry, Eunice visited a great part of the churches in the 
city of Lubango; she worked on mobilization, training of children's teachers for biblical classes, 
and training for leaders of these churches in order to create the conditions needed to receive the 
children reached during the festival. It was essentially an evangelism program, but one that also 
involved the discipleship component. More than 2,000 children participated in this activity, 
which happened at the Senhora do Monte Stadium, and later these children were oriented into the 
churches involved. Until then, many of these churches didn't have any notion of how to work 
effectively with children, and it was necessary to help them to structure departments for 
children`s discipleship. Eunice continues to be invited by several churches to offer update 
training for children’s teachers for Biblical classes.    
  
According to her, the secret of success is in the following: to always ask God for humility and 
mercy; to watch out in order not to be a stumbling stone for others; to live not for ourselves but 
for the people that see us; and to have a personal commitment to God, and be in synchrony with 
Him.   
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Training/Leadership Development 

Most of their students in ISTEL are young, and what they learn is what they will teach at their 
churches. The content of one of the subjects that she teaches, called "Education for Youths and 
Children," includes an area regarding training on how to work with children and young people 
inside of a local church. On one hand, this has been an opportunity to do an analysis, a diagnosis, 
and to draw contextualized and punctual strategies for how to work with our youths today; and 
on the other hand it has been an opportunity to train these young students so they will be 
qualified and committed leaders. Her work with the churches has also been an opportunity to 
form teachers or if you will, leaders in the area of the teaching.    
 
Eunice has been challenging those young ones so they will know the Bible. For her, anyone that 
involves him or herself in leadership ministry in the local church at any level needs to know the 
Bible well. For this reason, she always challenges the youths to do some good biblical course, so 
that they can teach with quality and with truth.     
 
She also advises them not to be “mere leaders,” not only to point the road but to be leaders who 
travel that very road with others until the goal is reached. Therefore, it is important they have a 
personal commitment, and also a commitment to the people they lead.   
 
Professional Relationships & Partnerships / Links 
Eunice is part of the Alliance for the Evangelization of Children - APC, and of the Alliance for 
the Evangelization of Children in Angola - APCA. She has also been involved in work with the 
Samaritan Purse for Children.      
 
These organizations have an interdenominational approach, which has been very good once in 
that it gives space to work outside of the borders of the local church or denomination. This has 
also made it possible for the youth leaders or children of several denominations with the same 
vision to work together, allowing them to overcome challenges that they face and reach their 
objectives.  
 
Regarding benefits, they have been receiving illustrative materials for use in classrooms, and 
other support through APEC; and they have received various materials for children through 
Samaritan Purse. Therefore, the support has been through materials and human resources.   
 
SWOT: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats    
Eunice considers the following as strong points: the fact that she can count on a group of willing 
people, capable to execute tasks and capable of form up good task forces; the fact that they can 
always count on the support of the leadership; and that she has the trust of the pastors of the local 
churches. She considers her personal strong points to be the will and the power that she has to do 
things; and her ability to work with people from different ages, different churches and 
denominations, and of different levels of responsibility.    
 
On the other hand, she considers her weak point to be a fear of facing the structures that already 
exist. According to her, there are things that are already founded, considered untouchable and 
unquestionable, which are barriers for her, and against which she has difficulty expressing a 
contrary point of view. She also sees the need to manage her time better.  
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The challenge is these prejudicial ecclesiastical structures that are considered untouchable, and 
end up impeding and inhibiting people from using all their potential, due to reasons related to 
gender. Another challenge resides in the denominationalistic spirit that still exists among many 
denominations, which doesn’t encourage cooperation for the expansion of the kingdom of God. 
There is still the challenge of lack of concern for children in several churches that do little or 
nothing to invest effectively in the spiritual life of the children.   
 
She thinks of her singular opportunity as the fact that ISTEL made it possible for her to work in 
an atmosphere that can transcend these gender barriers and denominationalism. In this way, she 
has been able to get into places that might not otherwise be possible, and to approach people 
independently of their gender. People see in her, not somebody that bears the print of her 
denomination, but just a person, a teacher that can help their local churches to develop.     
 
Reading and Writing  
Eunice doesn't read books as much for its authors as for its content. Therefore, she reads many 
things she likes; and she reads several different authors, from Leonardo Boff’s “The Eagle and 
the Chicken," to John Stott. She finds Stott quite interesting, relevant and practical because he 
approaches subjects relating to practical Christianity – that is, Christ lived day by day - and that 
has everything to do with Christian education. She also reads literature that makes reference to 
subjects of her teaching area, and that helps her to absorb more knowledge and to enlarge her 
horizon to administer her classes better. She likes books with a well-elaborated lexicon; which 
challenges her also to have a larger culture of words.   
 
The first noteworthy exposure that she had to African authors was in ISTEL, where she read 
them as a student, for academic purposes. However, there were not very many, since most of the 
books are in English. She also read some Angolan authors.  
  
Eunice has been publishing two theses, one on the subject of pastors and their children, and their 
relationship with the Church. This material has been used for research, and is frequently 
requested by pastors; many of them have been looking for ways of implementing these 
reflections in their ministries. Her other thesis, about the subject of missiology and the teaching 
of missiology in Angola, has already been used by some teachers and researchers from 
Mozambique. She has published an article in a Brazilian theological magazine, "Ultimatum," 
regarding Missions and Theology, where she establishes the relationship between both; she 
shows how it cannot be possible to have Missionaries without theologians nor theologians 
without Missionaries.   
 
Electronic Media 
Eunice has a portable computer and a stationary personal computer at home. She most frequently 
uses e-mails for more formal subjects and work; and also Facebook, through which she has 
opportunities to interact with youth and teenagers, to establish ties of friendship, to leave some 
comments, and to know what they have been doing there.     
 
Finances and other resources   
Almost all the material that is used for the children’s work and the cost of travels has been 
sponsored by the family; in other words, it has been paid for with the family’s wages.   
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Travel related to ISTEL projects, such as "Acções Transformadoras," "Curso Modular de 
Teologia," "Promover Esperanca," and other travels outside of the country; have been financed 
or subsidized by the school and their international partners. The school is also responsible for her 
wage as a teacher of the institution.   
 
Political Arena   
The political reality in Angola, according to Eunice, was almost always marked by tension; 
however, Christians in one way or another were always involved. The great question is how they 
have been involved, and in her opinion, this has not always been in an appropriate way. 
Therefore, she doesn't defend Christians being excluded from political life, but she is concerned 
that their involvement does not jeopardize Christian values. She expects that Christians influence 
the world with their character and not the opposite, as many times it happens.  She also believes 
that being silent doesn't help either and that this is not the best way to exercise the Christian life 
in society.   
 
Eunice encourages Christians to assume important positions in the governmental arena of the 
country, maintain their values, and stand for their point of view for the wellbeing of all. A lot of 
times what happens is that such people, when they ascend to important positions in the political 
hierarchy, end up conforming, and they put at risk their Christian identity because they fear that 
if they pronounced themselves against the injustice they would lose their position and all of its 
privileges.  
   
Future   
Eunice dreams about doing a Ph.D. in Theology of the Old Testament. It is an area that enchants 
her a lot, and she understands it to be quite relevant for the religious and social panorama of 
Angola. According to her, it is important that people go back to the origins to know why we are 
Christian; what happened there and then, which is the starting point of these principles with 
which we identified today. Because of this, she intends to improve her knowledge of English; 
she intends to do these studies outside of the Portuguese context to enlarge her horizon and to 
know what theology is being done in other linguistic realities. She has also been looking for 
possibilities to acquire a scholarship through the school (ISTEL), given the fact that it won't be 
possible to do it with family or personal resources.   
 
Another dream of hers is to start a Christian shelter for children that will work not only as 
kindergarten but also as a reception home for abandoned children where they can stay until they 
become independent, and individuals able to survive in the society.   
She plans to finish a literary work for girls entitled “My Dilemmas." It is a book based on 
conversations with girls, which talks about contextual subjects in several areas of women’s lives.  
This work will be the fruit of the lectures that she gave to girls and their questions of great 
concern.    
    
Factors that weigh in the accomplishment of the objectives are the necessary time to write and 
the conditions to edit since credible publishers don't exist for this effect in Angola. Most, if not 
all, books about theological issues that are produced by Angolan authors are edited in Brazil or 
Portugal. In her case, another important factor that affects her dream of a Ph.D. is her need to 
improve her knowledge of the English language, and her need for a scholarship.  
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Information about the Preparation of the Report   
This report was elaborated by Alberto Lucamba. Alberto Lucamba interviewed Eunice Chiquete 
on 13 February 2014.    
   
   
     
    
   
   
   


