Seeds
of
Understanding
10 INSIGHTS INTO LEADERSHIP IN AFRICA

The Africa Leadership Study, focused on Angola, Central African Republic (CAR), and Kenya, plants 10

seeds of understanding as you seek to engage African Christian leaders as they labor in the harvest field:
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WHO ARE THESE LEADERS?
Non-clergy leaders also
Pastors are very influential
play strategic roles.
among Christians in Africa.
“Who has influenced you most?”

“Areas where non-clergy leaders
have the greatest influence”

PASTORS:

56%

Kenya

50%

CAR
Angola

35%

Over 50% confirmed
24%
that there were opportunities
20%
for women in leadership but
across all three countries only 37%
of the non-clergy leaders and only 6%
of pastoral leaders referenced in the
study were women.

Church Leadership Development
Evangelism
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13%

Education

7%

Homes & Families

6%

Women are seen as strategic
to the strength of the church
but under-acknowledged.

Poverty Alleviation

WHAT SKILLS ARE NEEDED IN
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT?
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Mentoring is central to the
development of leadership in Africa.
More than ½ of respondents who named a key leader as being particularly good
at leadership development, identified mentoring as one of the important tools

that leader employed in their leadership development work.
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WHAT CHALLENGES ARE
THEY CONFRONTING?
58% percent of respondents
in Angola, 57% in CAR, and
79% in Kenya indicated that

A minority of churches in CAR &
Kenya are doing an amazing job
in engaging Muslims.

their own congregation focused
either “a good bit” or “very
much” on youth leadership
development. Africa, where the
median age is approximately 20,
is experiencing a “youth bulge.”

Around 10% in CAR and 15% in
Kenya indicated their churches
did “very much” in the
area of Muslim outreach.
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African initiatives that focus
on youth are strategic.
HOW IS LITERATURE
PLAYING A ROLE?
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In Kenya almost 1/2 of
respondents said their
churches provided either
“a good bit” or “very
much” education on
political realities.
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African Christian leaders are
ambivalent about politics, but
often engage the political arena
on behalf of the common good.

In Africa there is a strong need
for local Christian authors.
Angola
CAR
Kenya

08

17%
20%
21%

53%

CAR
Kenya

Angola

. . . have read more than 10 books in the
past 12 months. In the US, the average
number of books read per year is 12.

10

. . . claimed to read their Bibles daily.

The Bible as the Word of
God is important.

Many Africans are
reading.

YOUR
CHALLENGE

55%

56%

Will you help these seeds to sprout?
Your understanding of the leadership
context in Africa will allow you to identify,
support and resource leaders so that they
can bless their communities.

Pray for new leaders to be raised up.
Identify existing leaders and the barriers they are facing.

Listen to what they have to tell you.

Resource leaders with tools they identify that will allow
them to expand their work in ways they see as most helpful.

Affirm leaders who continue to grow and develop as
laborers in the harvest field.
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